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The subjects considered in the treatise are the origin, history and defi- 
nition of special assessments; constitutional and statutory powers and re- 
strictions; limitations on the exercise of the power; purposes for which 
special assessments are authorized; property subject to special assess- 
ments and exemptions; initiatory proceedings; proceedings necessary to 
acquire and retain jurisdiction ; confirmation ; damages ; collection ; and 
duties, rights and remedies of the taxpayer. The book follows the method 
of faithful legal compilation and exposition, with an occasional not unwel- 
come interjection of personal opinion and suggestion. The general method 
of treatment appears to be well adapted to practical uses, and the ground 
is so thoroughly covered that it should be of much value to the practi- 
tioner or special student of the subject. 

The American Lawyer: As He Was— As He Is— As He Can Be. 
By John R. Dos Passos. New York: The Banks Law Publishing Com- 
pany. 1907. pp. iv, 185. 

It is an old and cherished aspiration, that of the coming of some great 
lawyer, some avatar of the profession, skilled in all its mysteries but 
emancipated from its traditions and conventions, who shall in the fullness 
of time appear and hold the mirror of judgment up to the bar and its 
pretensions. Apparently the author of this little volume, himself a re- 
spected member of the New York bar, believes himself to be the one 
called to this high duty. His avowed aim is to bring home to the pro- 
fession to which he belongs "The Delphian invocation" — "know thyself." 
Before him "no lawyer has yet published the real nature of his calling — 
going from the top to the bottom of it." He proposes "to endeavor to 
ascertain accurately the due relation of lawyers to other interests of the 
community and then to inquire if they have lived up to it." He under- 
takes to answer the questions, "What is a lawyer? What is his real 
mission? What relation does he bear to the government of which he is 
a citizen? What are his real duties to society?" — no mean task, if it be 
adequately performed. 

It is a disappointment to be obliged to record an adverse judgment on 
this pretentious performance. It was hardly to be expected that the whole 
duty of the lawyer could be adequately set forth and expounded within 
the compass of 185 pages, but the bar certainly had a right to look for 
judicious criticism, sage counsel and a reasoned exposition of its func- 
tions in the body politic, from the point of view of a veteran practitioner. 
None of these things appear, however, in the pages of the book before us. 
Instead we have indiscriminate denunciation of the legal profession, the 
law, the doctrine of stare decisis (which has outlived its usefulness, if it 
ever had any, and which in its best estate "necessarily dwarfed the intellect 
and stifled moral convictions") and the legal education of to-day. The 
author has two pet aversions, the "case method" of legal instruction 
(which he doesn't understand) and the New York Code of Civil Procedure 
(which must be very bad indeed, if it deserves a tithe of the epithets which 
he lavishes upon it), and he is full of poignant regrets for the departed 
glories of the profession — its forensic eloquence, its high-bred courtesy, 
its profound and varied learning, its "aristocratic and social prestige." 
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Surely we have fallen on evil times! And it is to the period of the Civil 
War that we must refer the beginnings of the decadence of the bar, "its 
transformation from a profession to a business," with all that such a 
change, in an age of low ideals and commercialism, implies. 

But perhaps enough has been said to show that we are not dealing with 
a Lawyer's Apologia, or the much-desired Summa of the Lawyer's duties 
to Society, but only with a lawyer's screed. 
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